CHAPTER IX
DURING April, May and June the Nazi Government
showed Its determination to remove al! that stood in its
path to complete autocracy. The Nationalist institutions
dear to the heart of Papen were destroyed. On 2 May the
Christian Trade Union leaders were arrested, the Unions
dissolved and the funds confiscated by the State. The Socialist
Party, which had even abased itself to voting confidence in
Hitler in the Reichstag on 17 May, was dissolved on 22
May, while Hugenberg's Nationalist People's Party and the
StaatspanA (States Party) "voluntarily" dissolved themselves
to save Hugenberg from sharing the fate of Oberfohren,
The two real Catholic Parties, the Centre and the
Bavarian People's Party, were suppressed on 4 July, four
days before the Concordat was finally agreed as to terms.
Early in May President Roosevelt, nervous of the in-
creasing tension in Europe caused by the rising threats of the
Hitler regime in Germany, addressed a dramatic appeal to
the heads of all States calling for peace, and for negotiations
to remove all misunderstanding. The Reichstag was called
for 17 May, till which time the whole world waited with some
suspense for Hitler's reply. On 13 May, Franz von Papen
took it upon himself to address the Stahlhjlm at Miinster
with these words: ". . . We must no longer have a pacific
conception of peace. In the Middle Ages it was otherwise.
The existence of the individual had no exaggerated impor-
tance. Pacifist literature depicts death on the field of battle
as an unnatural death, because it does not understand the
ancient Germanic horror of death on a bed, and arterio-
sclerosis appears to be more virile than a bullet. Pacifists
dwell on the horror of war dead as if a peace corpse were more
aesthetic. The representatives of National Revolution are
men and soldiers, who are physically and morally warriors.**
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